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810:121A-5.7 Placement services

(a) The agency shall have responsibility for the selection of approved adoptive
parents for a child upon successful completion of a home study as specified in
N.J.A.C. 10:121A-5.6.

(b)

1. The agency shall not place a child for adoption before documenting
in the child's record the reason(s) for placing the child with the adoptive
family.

2. The agency shall document in the child's record efforts to place
siblings together in the same adoptive home; if a child is not to be placed
together with siblings who are also legally free or who were adopted
previously, the agency shall document in the child's record at the time of
placement the reasons that co-placement was not in the child's interest or
the factors that made co-placement unfeasible.

3. The agency shall give the adoptive parent(s) a written explanation of
their rights and responsibilities regarding the child during the supervision
period. Such information shall include, but not be limited to, areas of
medical care, financial responsibilities, travel outside the state and any
areas where the law requires the consent of a parent or guardian.

4. In instances where an agency that is not certified by the Department
is involved with a Department-certified agency, both agencies shall share
information and reach a mutual decision on each adoptive placement.

5. The agency shall not disqualify any adoptive parent(s) rejected for a
particular child from being considered for the adoption of another child,
unless basic conflicts about adoption and/or parenting style are revealed,
or the adoptive parent(s) are unable to accept the children who are
available for adoption through the agency.

The agency shall provide the following information to adoptive parent(s):




1. A written history of the child, including developmental and medical
history and reason(s) for surrendering the child. If the child has special
needs, the agency shall provide the applicant(s) with an assessment of
the child's long-term needs, along with written information about the
availability of subsidy and a list of community resources that provide
services to address the child's needs;

2. An explanation that the adoptee may ultimately wish to seek
information contained in the permanent record concerning his or her birth
family and may in the future attempt to contact the birth family; and

3. An explanation that the agency may contact the adoptive parent in
the future to convey updated information about the adoptee's birth family.
(c) The agency shall comply with the following escort and/or transportation



